PATERNITY
ESTABLISHMENT

Why should I establish paternity for my child?

Paternity can be established through marriage, paternity affidavit, or court order.
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Lack of father involvement may lead to increased
risk of disease, substandard academic achievement,
behavioral problems, or teenage pregnancy.
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'.‘ Fathers who provide for their children (economically

® and emotionally) may have children who do better

emotionally and have fewer behavioral problems.
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Establishing paternity may lead to increased child
support payments and visitation, which positively
impact child mental health and well-being.
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Fathers who establish paternity at the hospital are
more likely to be involved in their child’s life.
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VPA

Voluntary Paternity Affidavit
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OTHER OPTIONS

COURT ORDER

Paternity can be legally established by a court order. You

may have to hire a private attorney to obtain a court order
for visitation or custody.

Child Support Recovery Unit (CSRU) can ask the court to
establish paternity, child support, and medical support;
then CSRU enforces the court order.

MARRIAGE

If the mother was married at conception or birth or

‘anytime between conception and birth, that man is the

legal father.

If the child’s mother was married to a man who is not
the biological father, a court order must be issued to
disestablish the legal father.




