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philosophy

Hospice Services are covered by
Medicare, Medicaid, and some private
insurance
policies.
Paid prescription drugs related to
terminal illness.
Medical Equipment specific to the
illness.
In-home IV care for pain control.
Inpatient respite care if necessary.
Hospice care can still be provided in a
long-term care facility setting when
remaining at home is not possible.
Consultation and emergency care 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
Follow-up bereavement support to the
family or caregiver.

Nurturing Comfort
Through Life's Journey

Myrtue Medical Center Hospice believes in
quality of life and that a person in the final
phase of a terminal disease should be able
to live his/her life as fully and comfortably as
possible.  We regard dying as a normal
process and will neither hasten nor postpone
death.  We believe in enabling the dying
client and his/her family to make personal
choices which lead to a fuller, more
meaningful life.

Mission

Affirms quality of life, not quantity.
Focuses on the individual, not the
disease, with emphasis on physical,
emotional, social, and spiritual well-being.
Provides up-to-date pain and symptom
control in the comfort of one’s home.
Involves the entire family in care and
decision-making.
Supports the patient’s desire to remain in
the home setting as long as physically
and emotionally able.

advantages
of hospice

D E P A R T M E N T  O F

C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H
2712 12TH ST. |  HARLAN, IA. 51537

P: 712.755.4308 |  F: 712.755.4538



Speakers are provided for community
groups to learn more about Myrtue Hospice
programs and services.

speakers and
education

durable medical
equipment and
supplies

is hospice covered
by insurance?

continuous home
care:

Continuous care may be provided during periods
of acute crisis to maintain the patient at home, for
a minimum of eight hours and up to 24 hours per
day.

Hospice provides medications to aid in
patient care and comfort. Medications that
are related to terminal illnesses are provided
at no cost to the patient.

Durable medical
equipment as well as
other personal comfort
items related to
management of the
patient’s terminal illness is
covered. Medical supplies
include those that are part
of the written plan of care.

medications

Hospice is covered by most insurance plans
including Medicare, Medicaid, and private
insurance. Your hospice team will help you
understand your hospice benefit.  Patients will not
be turned away from hospice care due to an
inability to pay.

The social worker coordinates and assists families
with life issues, work demands, financial questions,
funeral planning, and follow up care for up to 12
months after your loved ones death.

Bereavement care is provided by trained hospice
staff to counsel family members during their
bereavement at not cost to the family.  Personal
counseling, support groups and classes are made
available to families on an ongoing basis.

social worker and
bereavement coordinator

volunteer services
Hospice volunteers are a vital part of the Hospice
Care Team. They are helping hands, companions
and sympathetic listeners. They provide a link to
the “outside world”. Hospice offers training for
individuals interested in volunteering.

Short term inpatient care may be provided in a
participating hospice inpatient hospital. General
inpatient care may be required for pain control or
acute or chronic symptom management which
cannot be provided in other settings.

RESPITE SERVICES: Respite may be also offered
to provide relief for the caregiver. The respite service
is usually provided for up to 5 days, then the client
must return home or other arrangements must be
made for care.

short-term inpatient care

when is it time for
hospice?
Patients with life-limiting illnesses are eligible for
hospice care when life expectancy is six months or
less and availability of a responsible care giver and
when they have opted to end curative treatment.  

Registered Nurses
Attending Physician
Medical Social Worker
Chaplain Services
Bereavement
Counselor
Physical, Speech,
Occupational Therapist
if needed

when is it time for
hospice?

Volunteers
Pharmacist
Music Therapy
Home Health Aides
Medical Director
available for
consultation

where is hospice
provided?
Most often, hospice care is provided in the patient’s
home, which includes nursing homes and assisted
living facilities, where the environment is familiar and
comforting. At times, short-term inpatient care may
be necessary to control symptoms or manage pain.

is hospice care
provided 24
hours a day?
In general, hospice care consists of intermittent
nursing visits to assess and treat symptoms and
ensure that the patient’s and family’s goals are
met. However, if symptoms or pain become
difficult to manage, continuous or inpatient care
can be provided until the patient is stabilized and
able to return to regular care.


